THE COMPETITION OF THE CONVICT.
In the recent agitation against the importation of foreign goods at lower prices than similar things could be made for in England, a The prime justification of convict labour is that it gives the convict power to become an honest man. Every other consideration must be secondary to this.
To teach a trade to a man who hitherto has stolen, forged, or cheated for a living is to put in his hands a weapon he has never yet used. That this is the result of such training on those who have fallen but once is proved by the experience of the Elmira Reformatory, and his would be an unworthy soul who should say that the money spent in fitting a man to take his real place in life is ill-spent, though it should never be refunded.
In fact, 
